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form did the doctrine of necessity have to take, if it would satisfy the 
time in which it arose ? That, according to Dorner, is the great ques- 
tion. In this book he has held himself consistently to his point of 
view, with the result that he has produced one of the best works, if not 
the very best of the shorter works, on the history of dogma in the 
German language. The German is not difficult, and one feels like 
commending this volume to all who share the profound interest of 
today in the tracing of the rise, growth, change, and decay of our doc- 
trinal ideas. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 

History of Dogma. By Dr. Adolph Harnack. Translated 
from the third German edition by Neil Buchanan. Vols. 
V, VI, and VII. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1900. 
Pp. xx + 331 ; xiv-f 317 ; x + 328. Cloth, $2.50 per volume. 

With Vol. VII the English translation of Harnack's History of 
Dogma is completed. Looking back over the series of volumes from 
this point, I am profoundly impressed with their value. In the mere 
statement of the doctrines held by different persons and schools they 
contain little that other and earlier writers have not set forth. But 
they place well-known facts in a thousand unexpected lights, so that 
the old takes on manifold new aspects. A philosophy of the various 
changes of theological opinion is attempted, and is worked out so 
ably that the movements of Christian thought seem to be the product 
of a sort of mechanical necessity rather than of free human beings. 

It has been said that this History of Dogma " is an attempt to 
distinguish between a purely biblical statement of doctrine and that 
statement as modified by methods of symbolic articulation and the 
exigencies of controversy." Perhaps this should be modified. Harnack 
seeks to institute a contrast between dogma and the gospel, but the gos- 
pel, to him, is not identical with the New Testament. As he himself tells 
us, his gospel consists of certain passages in the sixth, seventh, ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh chapters of Matthew ; a very limited field. On the 
whole, dogma will not be much damaged by the effort to contrast it 
with a gospel so narrowly circumscribed. Having cast out of his 
gospel the larger part of the New Testament, Harnack naturally over- 
looks in some measure the influence of broad biblical study upon the 
formation of dogma. He overlooks too much also the influence of 
the study of the human heart by the church in all ages, and the desire 
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of its devout thinkers to express in exact language what they have 
found within their own being, as they have observed the operations of 
sin and grace there. 

But notwithstanding these and other minor defects, the work is of 
inestimable value for its learning, for its intellectual acuteness and 
power, and for its fresh interpretations of the great movements of 
theological thought. 

Franklin Johnson. 

The University of Chicago. 



Geschichte der Lehre vom Heiligen Geiste. In zwei 
Biichern. Von Dr. K. F. Noesgen, Professor in Rostock. 
Giitersloh : C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp.viii + 376. M. 6.40 ; 
bound, M. 7.20. 

We welcome this book because of its subject. An adequate mono- 
graph on the history of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit has long been 
a desideratum in theological literature. Professor Nosgen deserves 
credit for having perceived this need, and for having labored with 
great patience and industry to meet it. 

We wish we could say that his effort had been successful. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the book is a disappointing one. And this in several 
different ways. It is disappointing in its conception. It would 
perhaps be unfair to criticise a book, whose title is " History of the 
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit," for confining its attention strictly to the 
theological side of the subject. But doctrine may be differently con- 
ceived. It may be isolated from life, and studied as a matter of pure 
theory. Or it may be viewed as an attempt to understand life, and 
hence treated in constant connection with the experience of which it 
is the outgrowth. This intimate connection with life — important for the 
understanding of all doctrine — is absolutely essential in the case of the 
doctrine of the Spirit. In isolating his doctrine from its environment, 
and treating it as a matter of pure theory, Professor Nosgen has made a 
mistake of judgment which his frequent references to the experimental 
significance of the doctrine are not sufficient to correct. 

The book is further disappointing in scope. The author begins 
with the apostolic Fathers, referring his readers for an account of the 
New Testament doctrine of the Spirit to his previously published 
Geschichte der neutestamentlichen Offenbarung. But such a method is 
in the highest degree unsatisfactory. A history of the doctrine of the 



